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PH.D. SEMINAR

Researching India’s Relations with Europe/EU and Central Europe: 
Experiences, Strategies, Lessons 
RAJENDRA K. JAIN, Visiting Professor, Warsaw University

For decades, India’s relations with Europe, the European Union and Central Europe have been an under-researched and neglected area of research with numerous gaps in existing literature. This interactive seminar will share insights from the 40-year scholarly journey of a leading expert in the field. It will address, among others, the following questions: How to optimise search and research strategies? What strategies to adopt when source material is scarce? What personality changes are required to become an outstanding researcher? How to solicit and schedule interviews? The sharing of personal experiences, strategies pursued and lessons learned would be relevant for other research fields and have wider application. 

Rajendra K. Jain is Visiting Professor, Warsaw University. He was formerly Professor and Chairperson at the Centre for European Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and the first Jean Monnet Chair in India (2010–2015). He has also been Adjunct Research Professor, Monash European and EU Studies Centre, Monash University, Melbourne (2010–2015) and Visiting Professor, Asia-Europe Institute, University of Malaya (2010). He was Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Fellow at the University of Constance, (1992-1993, 1994), Visiting Fellow at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University of London (1993) and the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (1995), Ebenhausen, Germany. He has been Visiting Humboldt Foundation Professor at Freiburg, Leipzig and Tübingen universities and at the Maison des Sciences de l’Homme, Paris. He was Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) Professor of Contemporary India, Leuven University (2015). He is the author/editor of several dozen books and has written over 150 articles/book chapters. He has travelled extensively in Asia, Europe and North America and has lived in the United States (5 years) and Germany (3 years). He has published several dozen books and over 150 journal articles/book chapters. He has most recently published India and Central Europe: Perceptions, Perspectives, Prospects (Palgrave, 2021), India, Europe Asia (Palgrave, 2021), and India and the European Union in a Turbulent World (Palgrave, 2020), and India and Europe in a Changing World: Context, Contestation, Cooperation (Palgrave 2022, forthcoming).
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